The Rise of Christianity 
Use these as guiding questions. Place responses in your social studies notebook.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1. What did the Roman Empire think of religious diversity? 
2. Who did Jesus followers believe him to be?
3. Who is credited with spreading the teachings of Jesus beyond the Jews? 
4. What traditions were Jesus’ teaching rooted in?
5. Why did Roman’s consider Christian disloyal?
6. How was the word of Jesus spread?
7. What does a person have to do to join the Christian community? 
8. Who were the leaders that presided over a group of priests and traced their authority to the apostilles? 
9. What were three basic teaching of Jesus? 
10. What practices and organizational structures helped establish the Christian church? 

Know the Terms, Places and People. 
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the apostles, a name that in Greek means *a person sent
forth” Ater three years, Jesus and his discipls went to Jerus-
alem to spread his message there.

—Mattew 553

Jesus Teaches New Beliefs Jesus’teachings were frmly rooted in
Jewish tradition. Jesus belived in one God and accepted the Ten Com-
‘mandments. He preached obedience to the aws of Moses and defonded
the teachings of the Jowish prophets. Hosever, Jesus lso preached e
belifs. According  his followers,he called himselfthe Son of God. Many
peaple beleved he was the long;anticipated messiah. Jesus proclaimed
that his mission was t bring spirtual slvation and sternal i to any-
one who blieved i i,

‘Echaing the teachings of Judaism, Jesus emphasized God' love and
taught the need for Sustice, moralit, and service to others. According o
Jesua, a person's major duties were to observe the Jewish command (o
love the Lord your God with all your heart” and to“love sour neighbor
a5 yoursel” Josus also emphasized the importance offorgiveness.

Condemned to Death According to the Gospels, Jesus traveled (o
Jerusalem near the time of the Jewish fetivalof Passuver,  celebration
of the exodus from Egypt o the Roman authorites, Jesus was 2 thrcat
becase his speeches could inflame thse eager to end Roman rul.

The Gospels state that Jesus was betrayed by one of his discples, He
was then arested by the Romans,tried, and condemned to death by
cifion. I this mthod ofexecution, which the Roman often used, a per-
Son was nailed o bound t a cross and lef o die. Jesus’ cruifsion threw
s discples into confusion. But then rumors spread through Jerusalem
that Jesus was not dead at all. The Gospels report that his discples saw
and talked with Jesus, who had risen from death. The Gospels go on &
aay that Jesus,after commanding his disciples o spread his teachings o
allpeaple, asconded into heaven.

@ Checkpoint Whatae the mainideas of Jesus’message?

The Message of Christianity Spreads

After Jesus desth, the aposies and ther diciples did spred bis mes
g, AL s, they prached ony aman the Jews of Judea. Some Jows
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Gradually, these disciples went o preach in Jewish commonities
throughast the Roman world. According to traditon, the apostl Peter
established Christianity in the cityof Rome itelf. But Paul, 3 Jew from.
‘Asia Minor, lased the most inflventil role in sreading Christanity

Paul Spreads Christianity Pau had neser met Jesus.Tn foct, he had
been among those who persecoted Jesus’ fullowers. But one day Pavl had
a vision of Jsus speaking to him, He immediately oined the Christians
and decided t spread Jesus eachings o gentiles, o nun-Jews.

Until this ime, Chritianity had remained o st within Judsitm, The
work of missionaris ike Paul st Chritianty on the road to becoming o
world religion. A ireless traveler, Paul journesed arvund the Mediterra-
nean and et up churches in Asia Minor and Greece. Tn leters to the
Chrisian communities, he explained dificlt doctrines, fodged disputes,
and expanded Chrstian teachings, emphasizing that Jesus had sacrifoed
his e aut o love for humankind. Paul asserted that. those who belived
Jesus was the on of God and complied with his teachings woold achicve
alvaton,oretermal lfe,Hisltters became partofthe New Testament,

Christians Are Oppressed Romes tolerant attitude toward religion
was ot extended to Christianity. Roman offcials found the

dislogal to Rome because they refused o honor the emperor with sacr-
fice ar sk the traditional gods t protet the Roman state. When Chr
ans met i seret.{o avuid persecution, rumors spread that they were
engaged in evil practices,
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In times of troubl, persecution increased. Some Roman rol
ers, such as Nero, used Chistians as scapeguats, blaming them
or soialor econumic ls. Christians o were kiled in tines of
persecution became known as martyrs, or people who suffer or
dic for theie bliefs. According to traditon, both Peter and Paul
were martyred in Rome durin the reign of Nero,
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st anbeng umed upside down, g he o | e from Plato th Stoics, and other Greek thinkers o explain
oy of ding i the ame way hat ks hod. | Jesus' message. A relgion that incorporated the discipline and.
What docs Peter’s behavior indicate about his | moderation of Greek philosophy appealed in particular to edu-
devotonto hisfath? | cated Romans. The unity of the Roman empiee also cased the
work of missionaries. Christians traveled slong Roman roads
and across the Mediterranean Sea, which was protected by
Roman fleets. Early Chrisian documents were usully written in Greel
or Latin, languages that man people across the empire understood.
Even persecution brought new converts. Observing the willingness of
Christians to die for their relgion, people were impressed by the
strength of Christians’ belie. “The blood of the martyrs is the seed ofthe
Christan] Church;” noted ane Roman,

Rome Embraces Christianity The persecotion of Cheistians finally
ended in AD. 313, when the emperor Constantine issued the Edict of
Milan. It granted frcedom of worship to al ciizens of the Roman empire.
By the end of the centurs, the emperor Theodosius (thee uh DON shus)
hed made Christianty the official religon of the Roman cmpire and
repressed the practice of other faiths, The church grew in power and
developed te own bureanucracy alongide that of the emire.

@ Checkpoint What factors enabled Chistantyto spread throughout
the Roman empie?

The Early Christian Church Develops
Eary Chisioncommaniisshred  ommon th . the eschings of
S et o v o wersin, Oty il ren 6 e
e coaniis ot toges a5 strastored narc

Joining the Church To join the Christsn communits  person had to
e bapiized, r blessed with hol water. Christians believed that through
the iteof baptism ther sins were forgiven by the race of God. Members
ofthe community were considered equals, and they addressed each other
5 brother”or“sister” Each Sunday; Christans gothered for a ceremony
of thanksgiving to God. The baptized ate bread and drank wine in &
sacred rite called the Bucharist. They did this in memory af Jesus, whse
last supper was described in the Gospels.

Many women welcomed Chritianity's promise that in the Church
“there is neither Jew nor Greek - . neither slave nor free .. neither
male nor female In carly Christian communities, women served a6
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Structuring the Clergy only menwer e o b memrs o |
the Christian clergs; o the group of people wh conduct Christian ser-

vices. Bach Christian community and its clrgy were grouped together as

a diocese. Every diocose had its own priest Orer the priet prsided o Popaaviach
bishop, a high Church offial respansible for eversone in his diocese. ][ ]
Bishops traced their spiritual authority to the apostlos, and through the [ yubog | [ asber ] [ mowp.

apostes, to Jesus himsel. In the carly Christian Chrch, al bishops T T T
were considered equal successors of the apostles.

Gradull, the bithops of the most important cites in the Roman
empire—Rome, Antoch, Alexandria, Jerusalem, and Constantinople— | " . B
ined greater authority. These bishaps tack on the honarary fitle of | Communty | | commuy | | conminty
patriareh and exercised authorit over other bishops in their area. The
Christian Chareh thos developed into a hierarchy, or organization in
which offcials are arranged according t rank.

Differences Arise Within the Church As the rituals and structure.
ofthe Church became mre defined,rialry among the patrarchs devel-
oped. In the Latin-speaking west, bishops of Rome, who came to be called
‘opes, began to claim authority over all other bishops. In the Greek-
speaking cast, whero the other four patrarchs lived, the patriarchs felt
that the five should share spiritual authority a3 quals.

The emergence of horesies, o blifs said to be cantrary to official
Chrch teschings, also caused division. T end disputes aver questions of
fith,council of Charch leaders met o decide official Chrstian teachings.

Scholars Further Define Christianity Early Christians produced an
‘abundance of works defining Christian theology. The word heolagy is
Greek and means “talk or diseuarse sbout God." Two leading scholars of
the early Church were Clement and Origen. Both worked s teachers in
Egypt, in Alexandria, a major center of learning in the Roman world.
Perhaps the greatest of the early Church schalars was Augustine,
bicho of Hippo in North Afrca. He combined Christian doctrine with
Greco-Roman learning,especialy the philosaph of Plato.

@ Checkpoint How was the early Chistian clergy organized?
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The Rise of Christianity
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« Understand he dererefgions incdedinthe istant corner of the Roman empire. At firet, Christanity was one
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Rome Tolerates Diversity Some people curned o the so-called
mystery religions, which emphasized secre rituals and promised
special revcards. One of the most popula of these was the cul of
Iss, which started in Egype and offred women equal status with
men. Roman sodiers fvored the cult of the Persian god Mithras,
who championsd guod over il and offeed lfafer death
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Divisions Arise in Judea By 63 .C. the Romans had conquered
Judea, where most Jews of the tine lived. To avoid violating the Jewish
el ane God,the Roman excused Jewsfrom worshiping Roman gods
‘Among the Jewish people themselses, hrvever, religious ferment was e
ating deep divisions. During the Hellenistic age, many Jews absorbed
Greek customs and ideas. Concerned about the weakening of thei rel
ion, Jewish conservatives rejcted these inflaences and called for strict
bedienceto Jewish laws and traditions.

While most Jews were reluctantly willng (o lve under Roman rule
others, called Zealots, were not. They called on Jews to revolt against
Rome and reestablish an indeperndent state. Some Jews believed that a
messial, or anointed King sent by God, would soon appear {0 lead theie
people o reedom.

A Jewish Rebellion Is Defeated In 4.0. 66, discontent fared into
ebelion. Four ears later, Roman forces crushed the rebels, captured
Jerusalem, and destroyed the Jewish temple. When revolts broke out
‘again n the next century, Roman armics leveled Jerusalem, Thousands
of Jews were Killed in the Sghiing, and many others were enslaved and
transported to various parts of the empire. Faced with the destruction
that resulted from the rebellions, growing mumbers of Jews decided to
leave Judea,

“Although the Jewish pecple were defeated in their efforts to regain
poltcal independence, they survived in scatiered communities around
the Mediterrancan. Over the centuris, Jewish reliious teachers called
abbis xtended and preserved the Jewish aw; and Judaism survived.

# Checkpoint Whatwas Rome's policy toward most of the religons in
the empire?

As turmoil engulfed the Jews in Judea, a new religion, Christianits,
‘arose among them. 1 began among the fllowers of 2 Jow named Josus.
Almost all the information we have about the ife of Jesus comes from the
Gospels,the frst four books ofthe Netw Testament of the Chistian Bible
Early Christians attibuted the writing of these accounts to four fllow

ers of Jesus—Matthew; Mark, Luke, and John.
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