
Independence and 
Partition



The leaders of the fight for independence. 

• Gandhi

– Considered the father of the Indian 
independence 

– Created the concept of 
“satyagraha” a non violent way of 
protesting against injustices. 

– Worked as a lawyer in London

– Spent years fighting racial injustice 
in South Africa

• Pandit Nehru

– Became the first prime minister of 
India. 

– A political leader before and after 
the independence movement.  

– Also an educated lawyer trained in 
London. 



WWII 

• During the struggles of WWII 
Great Britain relied heavily on 
its colonies for support 
including India.

• Many Indian Sepoys fought on 
Britain's behalf. 

• After dealing with anti-colonial 
protests and the challenges of 
controlling a country of 300 
million people in 1944 Britain 
pledged to grant India their 
independence. 
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• Coverage of the Salt March around the world embarrassed British

• Eventually grants full Independence to India in 1947



Problems
• Even though India had won its independence, things 

were not peaceful in the country.
• Hindus and Muslims could not reach a solution as 

to how to rule an independent India.

• Eventually, the country was split into India for the 
Hindus and East & West Pakistan for the Muslims.

• The partition of India led to genocide.
• Hundreds of thousands of people were killed in 

widespread violence



Partition
• The partition of India is the separation of India on 
Aug. 14, 1947 and Aug. 15, 1947 into the states of 
the Dominion of Pakistan and the Union of India, 
respectively.

• India was separated on the day of gaining 
independence from British, due to tensions 
between the Hindus and the Muslims living in the 
country.  India gained independence after 350 
years of British presence in the country.
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• India was, therefore, partitioned into two nations: India in the center and 
Pakistan to the west and east.  Burma (Myanmar) and Ceylon (Sri Lanka) 
became independent the following year. 
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Due to this Hindu-Muslim split, a Great Migration occurred 

where Hindus in Pakistan and Muslims in India left their homes 

in an attempt to go where they felt accepted.  Unfortunately, 

this led to horrendous violence that killed millions of people. 



Gandhi’s Response
• Gandhi was very much disappointed by the partition; he 

wanted all Indians to live together peacefully in one 
country.

• Even though he was Hindu, he felt that all religious 
groups should be welcomed in India.

• In 1948, at the age of 78, Mohandas Gandhi was 
assassinated on his way to a prayer meeting in New 
Delhi.

• He was shot three times by a high-ranking Brahmin 
who resented Gandhi’s concern for Muslims.
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• Kashmir Region

• Muslim majority with Hindu Maharaja

• Conflict starts immediately after Maharaja is 
forced to flee.

• India goes to war with Pakistan over control of 
Kashmir in October of 1947

• UN negotiates a line of control and cease fire 
but no peace is reached.

• Both countries claim all of Kashmir
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• Relations between Pakistan and India remain tense.  Both nations 

want to control the Jammu and Kasmir regions near the Pakistan-
India border.  Tensions based on religious and ethnic claims 
continued to increase after both India and Pakistan tested nuclear 
weapons in 1998.


